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The honorable the Secretary of State.

My Dear Mr. Secretary: I have today signed an Executive order which
provides for the transfer to the State Department of the functions, personnel
end other resources of the Lesearch and Anslysis Branch and the Presentation
Branch of the Office of Strategic Services. The order also transfers the
remaining activities of the Office of Strategic Services to the War Department
and abolishes that Office. These changes become elfective October 1, 1945,

The above transfer to the State Department will provide you with resources
which we have agreed you will need to aid in the development of our foreign
policy, and will assure that Pertinent experience accumulated during the war
will be preserved and used in meeting the problems of the beace. Those
readjustments and reductions which are required in order to gear the transferred
activities and resources into State Department operations should be made as soon
as practicable.

I particularly desire that you take the lead in developing a comprehensive
and coordinated foreign intelligence brogram for gll Federal agencies concerned
with that type of activity. This should be done through the creation of an
interdepartmentsal group, heading up under the State Department, which should
formulate plans for my approval. This procedure will bPermit the planning of
complete coverage in the foreign intelligence field and assigning and controlling
of' operations in such manner that the needs of both the individual agencies and
the Govermment as a whole will be met with maximum elffectiveness.

Sincerely yours, Harry Truman

FROM: Page 870, Part 13, Hearing before the Subcommittee to Investigate the
Administration of the Internal Security Act and Qther Internal Security
Laws of the Committee on the Judiciary United States Senate, Eighty-Third
Congress, First Session on Interlocking Subversion in Government
Departments, June 25, 1953.
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